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All Decked Out
By Sara Hall | NB Indy

The best place to look for Claudia
Schmutzler is in the back yard, but
not necessarily hers.
The Corona del Mar resident owns
Windsor Decks and Gardens, a local
deck, garden, and landscape design
company.
Schmutzler recently recorded for
the “Tips from the Trade” segment
on the NBC show “Open House.” Her
segment should air in June or soon
after.
She worked for 16 years in the
construction industry before starting
Beverly Glen Landscape. In 1990, she
incorporated custom deck building into her repertoire and launched
Windsor Decks and Gardens.
Originally from New England,
Schmutzler has lived in Corona del
Mar for 11 years. She loves the New
England look and draws from that
classic, rustic look.
She is known for her multi-level
decks and her signature look are her
custom “floating windows.” The floating windows work great as a space
divider, she suggested. They can give
the porch a sense of enclosure without
feeling claustrophobic. They sway in
the breeze and still let light in.
They can also be customized, Schmutzler added, with style, color, glass
style, and more.

“You can do so many things to
make it your own,” she said.
She enjoys the “homey and rustic”
look, she said, inside her home and
out on her deck. This helps tie the two
spaces together and make the deck
area feel more like another room or
extension of the home.
Schmutzler emphasizes the use of
wood, greenery and other natural elements. Lighting is very important too,
she added.
While Schmutzler works with all
types of woods and composite materials, her personnel choice will always
be Premium California Redwood,
according to her website, www.
windsordecksandgardens.com, “It’s
beauty, affordability and durability is
unparalleled by any other product on
the market today,” the site states.
A lot of clients ask how to create
the backyard into an appealing and
usable area. Stainless steel, concrete
and stone can make it feel cold and
uninviting, Schmutzler said.
“Why don’t we introduce the
warmth of natural California redwood,” she said. “Let’s introduce some
wood elements and that will warm everything right up and it will give you a
completely different feel and look.”
There are a few great things about
California redwood, Schmutzler said,
not only does it give a warmer and

Claudia Schmutzler and Petey relax on a back deck featuring her signature “floating windows.”

more inviting feel, but scratches add
character and can easily be sanded
out, it can be stained or colored to
change the look, and it’s resistant and
strong.
“At the end of the day, there’s just
something special about a Redwood
deck,” Schmutzler said.
“I don’t know [what it is exactly,
but] there’s something relaxing about
a redwood deck,” Schmutzler said. “As
[you] sit there, you just kind of feel at
peace.”
Also, for every redwood tree that
is cut down, California Redwood Co.
plants four more trees to replace it,
Schmutzler said, so there is a lot going
into the re-growth of the forest.
Today people’s awareness of the
environment shapes their choices

in many ways. Clients want to know
where materials come from and how
their use affects the natural ecosystem, Schmutzler’s website states.
“Times are changing, it’s not your
grandfather’s deck anymore,” Schmutzler said. “We have become more
sophisticate in our taste. We have
become more about entertaining on a
grander scale.”
She encourages clients to think
about decks and their backyards in
a whole new way - consider a chandelier with some coverage and a few
floating windows, for example.
“A deck does not have to be boring,”
Schmutzler said. “It can be so much
fun.”
Visit windsordecksandgardens.com
for more information.

High Blood Pressure?
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR
A CLINICAL RESEARCH STUDY
About 76 million Americans struggle with high blood pressure, also known as hypertension.
It may be difficult tocontrol, but without adequate treatment high blood pressure can cause
health complications. Physicians in our area are conducting a clinical research study to evaluate
an investigational combination of FDA-approved oral medicines intended to treat hypertension.

You may qualify if:
• you have been diagnosed with hypertension
• can attend up to 15 visits over 16 weeks

Qualified participants
will receive at no cost:
• all study-related medical evaluations, including an
evaluation by a physician
• all study-related exams, monitoring and medicine
You may be compensated for your time and travel.
Health insurance is not necessary.

TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY, CONTACT:
Site Name: Southern California
Clinical Trials
Address:

1501 Superior Avenue Suite 211
Newport Beach, CA 92663

URL:

www.socalclinicaltrials.com

Phone Number: 714-717-3679
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